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As Seen on Masterpiece&#153; on PBSÂ®: Book 1 of the beloved Poldark seriesIn the first novel in

Winston Graham's hit series, a weary Ross Poldark returns to England from war, looking forward to

a joyful homecoming with his beloved Elizabeth. But instead he discovers his father has died, his

home is overrun by livestock and drunken servants, and Elizabeth-believing Ross to be dead-is now

engaged to his cousin. Ross has no choice but to start his life anew.Thus begins the Poldark series,

a heartwarming, gripping saga set in the windswept landscape of Cornwall. With an unforgettable

cast of characters that spans loves, lives, and generations, this extraordinary masterwork from

Winston Graham is a story you will never forget.Season 2 of Poldark premieres Sunday, September

25, 2016 on PBS.
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I first encountered the Poldark story on PBS Masterpiece Theatre 25 years ago. This series is

written over four decades by a master craftsman of history and character detail. Set in Cornwall just

after the American Revolutionary War, it opens with the return of Ross Poldark to England after

being wounded and thought dead in that war. He returns to find his father dead, his finances in

disarray, his fiance now engaged to his cousin, the Warleggans have taken over much of Cornwall,



and his house full of livestock and drunken servants. Books 1-4 are found in the video series

Poldark. Books 5-7 are covered in the video series Poldark 2. I did not know Graham had written

additional books in this series until a search on  turned up the others. Books 8-12 cover the children

of Ross and Demelza, and they are amazing. Most writers get into a rut and create the same novel

over and over again. Winston Graham keeps finding fresh things to say and innovative things for his

characters to do in these books. This picture of Cornwall at the turn of the 19th century rings true

from beginning to end. The love, passion, struggles, and lives of this family are so engaging that I

could read these books over and over again. The perils and joys of mining and seamanship,

farming, religion, banking, courting, medicine, justice, war, all form a backdrop for the day-to-day

details as this time and place come to life.These people love and hate and dispise each other, they

forgive each other, and sometimes learn to live with each other. Through each book the cast is

expanded with wonderful characters full of quirks and individual personalities.
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